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House of Representatives 
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 1, 2009, at 2 p.m. 

Senate 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2009 

The Senate met at 9:45 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Honorable JEFF 
MERKLEY, a Senator from the State of 
Oregon. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
O Lord, Your Holy Word and our own 

good sense tell us that all we are and 
all we call our own belong to You. Help 
us to find ways of living and sharing 
with others that will reflect this truth. 

Today, shower our lawmakers with 
Your blessings. Enable them to see and 
experience evidences of Your love. Give 
them the wisdom to walk humbly and 
to see everything with faith’s eyes. Let 
them live with true thanksgiving, re-
membering Your love and presence 
which can turn deserts into paradise. 
Give them boldness to take stands for 
what You have revealed is the applica-
tion of Your principles and justice for 
our Nation. We pray in Your great 
Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable JEFF MERKLEY led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 

to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, November 20, 2009. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable JEFF MERKLEY, a Sen-
ator from the State of Oregon, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. MERKLEY thereupon assumed 
the chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, at 10 
o’clock this morning, the Senate will 
resume debate on H.R. 3590, the health 

care bill. The debate will be controlled 
in alternating, hour-long blocks until 
10 p.m., from 10 until 10, with the ma-
jority controlling the first hour. The 
majority will control the time from 10 
until 10:30 and the Republicans will 
control the time from 10:30 until 11 
p.m. 

There will be no rollcall votes during 
today’s session of the Senate. The next 
vote will occur tomorrow night at 8 
p.m., Saturday, November 21. That 
vote will be on the motion to invoke 
cloture on the motion to proceed to the 
health care legislation. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, our 
good friends on the other side of the 
aisle have spent 6 weeks behind closed 
doors putting together this trillion-dol-
lar experiment in health care that 
raises premiums, raises taxes, and 
makes drastic cuts to Medicare. We 
have now had less than 48 hours to look 
through this 2,074-page bill, but there 
are 10 things we know for sure that 
every American should begin to under-
stand. There are 10 things about this 
bill we can begin to convey to the 
American people with certainty, start-
ing this morning. 
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